
 
CITY OF OVID        Adopted on 3/11/2019 
REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 11, 2019 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Miss Hibbard, Mr. Brown, Mr. Williams, Ms. Perrien and Mr. Lasher.  
ABSENT:  Mr. Zwick & Mr. Ordiway 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich – Chief of Police, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy Medina – Clerk  
 
VISITORS: Karl Heckman, Dan Brown, Dawn Parker, Brooke Rea and Ken Keusch. 
 
AGENDA:  Mayor Lasher requested that one item be added to the agenda under old business:  Update on the process of MMPA’s case with the 
Tax Tribunal.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to approve the amended agenda as requested. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  Ms. Perrien pointed out two corrections:  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Brown to 
approve the minutes of January 14, 2019 as amended. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
CHECK REGISTRY:  Questions were asked regarding vendors.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss. Hibbard to approve the 
checks as printed for the period of January 12th, thru February 8, 2019. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier submitted a report and asked that if there is something else that they would like to see on it to please let her know.   
 
Mr. Brown asked; the EMS fund is that what goes to CAASA and not OMESA or both?  Mrs. Kusnier replied that all we collect for emergency 
services goes into that fund.   
 
Therefore, Mr. Brown asked if we could spell it out and title its Emergency Service Fund.  Mrs. Kusnier replied yes, she would make the change.   
  
She reported that there were 58 delinquent notices sent out this month and only 3 were actually turned off.  All the signature cards have been 
updated the only thing we are waiting on is the Mercantile Bank credit card and she needs to have something within the minutes that state that 
we approve to have a credit card issued to Liza Kusnier with a limit of $2,500 in order for us to get the current card out of Cindy Fruchey’s name 
and put it into Liza’s name.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to authorize Liza Kusnier to apply 
for a credit card for the City of Ovid with her name on it with a limit of $2,500 and to remove Cindy Fruchey’s name from the current credit 
card. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
Mrs. Kusnier reported that she had been working with Fifth Third Bank on setting up the check depositing from the office that would cost the 
City $31 a month.  We currently pay $42.80 per trip to take the deposits to St. Johns so in her opinion $31 is well worth it.  She still would have 
to go at least once a month or twice a month to do the cash deposits and other banks that we deal with in St. Johns.  Now in order to be able to 
do the check deposits we would have to sign up to use Fifth Third direct. Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by 
Mr. Brown to allow the Treasurer to set up the check deposit process and sign up for with the Fifth Third direct. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
She then informed the Council that Journey Federal Credit Union is now accepting public funds.  She is considering moving the current Tax 
account form Huntington Bank to Journey once this tax period is over with.  She will inform the Council when she gathers all the information 
needed to do that transaction.  No action taken at this time.   
 
Another thing she wanted to point out is that if you look at Mercantile reserve, we have $445 thousand in the General fund reserve we have 
$371 thousand is the set up getting 2% interest.  The Mercantile one that has more money in it doesn’t get much interest.  So, she would like to 
transfer around $200 thousand and move it from Mercantile to the General Fund at Fifth Third Bank to get more interest.  It was the consensus 
of the Council to do that.  Mayor Lasher instructed the Treasurer to do that. 
 
Miss Hibbard asked how do the residents get the delinquent notices.  Mrs. Kusnier explained that the DPW staff delivers them on the doors and 
there is a $25 fee that gets applied to the accounts. 
 
Ms. Perrien asked where does that fee get applied to?  Mrs. Kusnier replied that the fee for the notice goes into the sewer fund and if you 
actually get turned off there is a $50 fee that would go into the water fund.   
 
Mr. Brown suggested that whatever fees we collect for the delinquent notices that it goes into the line for Water Replacement project effective 
immediately.  Ms. Kusnier asked if there had to be a motion?   
 
Mayor Lasher informed the her that it is at the discretion of the Treasurer upon the advice of the Council. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
1. Mr. Ken Keusch reported to the Council that previous to the November election in 2018, He and another person had asked about 
starting a dispensary for Medical Marihuana and the City had voted to opt out of the Medical Marihuana facilities and He and Mr. Simpson 



were down to the meeting and we showed some interest in this type of business.  At that meeting the City decided to do a survey from the 
residents of the City.  The results were 106 against it and 57 in favor so it was decided that the citizens didn’t want that type of business in their 
community.  Then we had in November of 2018 election and that election resulted in 268 in favor and 207 against it.  He asked why the City 
Council would put in place an ordinance prohibiting such a business if the citizens were in favor of it.   
 
Ms. Medina replied that the survey was pertaining to the issue if the community would have been in favor of a dispensary for Medical 
Marihuana and the November election was regarding recreational marihuana which is different from the medical marihuana.   
 
Mr. Keusch commented that he was under the impression that the proposal language also included reference to the five proposal for 
dispensary, growing, transportation, storage and testing medical marihuana.  He will bring the information to the next meeting.  His point is 
that the City of Ovid voted for it.   
 
Ms. Medina again replied that she thought it was in reference to recreational marihuana not medical marihuana.   
 
Mayor Lasher commented that the ballot language dealt with recreational marihuana not medical.  It didn’t deal specifically, with these five 
items.  People were voting for recreational use of marihuana not necessarily the business of having business marihuana in your town.  The 
Council took action to ban marihuana businesses within the City of Ovid.   
 
Mr. Keusch replied that it is okay but that he wanted to find out why.  He has information citing that no government agency can zone against 
what the people voted in and why wouldn’t the City want to benefit from the tax base that they would receive like the $5,000 license fee.   
 
Mayor Lasher commented that in his view what the Council did recently is legal per the advice of our attorneys and if not, he assumes that they 
would inform us of any wrong doing.    
 
2.  Mr. Dan Brown requested permission to get relief on his utility bill due February 20th, that reflects the final affects to the leak he had in his 
house located on E. Front Street.  He has repaired it and the Council did the adjustment in his January billing but at that time we still didn’t 
know what it would be in February.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to allow forgiveness for 
up to his average only on the sewer line. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
3.  Ms. Dawn Parker informed the Council that she works for Habitat for Humanity in St. Johns and we cover Clinton & Gratiot Counties.  We are 
hoping to start up a program called neighborhood revitalization & clean up.  This targets people that need help because they can’t physically or 
financially keep up their houses or properties like raking leaves, trimming bushes.  She asks if the Council would be supported in this project 
and assist in the program.   
 
Miss. Hibbard asked, how do you determine who will receive the help.   
 
Ms. Parker replied that she inquiries from other organizations like churches, schools, people from the communities and veterans.  We then 
would send out letters to the neighborhood that is selected to notify them and this way it would let them know that they could come and ask 
for help from us.   
 
Ms. Perrien commented that the Lions Club has already offered to participate.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that he attended all the required meetings.  He assisted the DPW for traffic control while plowing.  All has 
gone well this past month. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Passmore reported that all has gone well the staff had done a great job clearing the roads.  They’ve had some water main breaks.  
We’ve had a few houses have their water lines within the house freeze.  We did have Central Dispatch call out to the residents in the City of 
Ovid to have their water run due to the cold weather.   
 
Ms. Perrien commented that she had received the call form Central Dispatch to run the water so she did.  She had been informing people that 
had asked her that it was a call out from Emergency service in Clinton County and now we find out that we are not going to adjust their billing 
when we were the ones to request that they do that.   
 
Mr. Passmore explained why he opted to do that.   
 
Ms. Perrien suggested that if we are going through the emergency service to ask everyone in the City to do this then as a Council adjust 
everyone’s bill.  There also should be an end when you call out to everyone that they can stop running the water.   
 
Mayor Lasher suggest to the Council two things.  First is to ask our staff to develop a policy of how we go forth for when the emergency 
announcement goes through, his concern is this year is that it didn’t say when to stop.  So, people could still be running their water.  Second, is 
how do we deal with this situation.   
 
Miss Hibbard suggested that we credit anyone that went over.   
 



Ms. Perrien agreed.  In the future we should do something like what Elsie did where they posted it on Facebook.  We can suggest that they run 
it and let them know that it would be only if they choose to and that there would be no adjustments if they choose to do that.  This way they 
make that decision.   
If we explain to the residents that by doing this it is protecting them, because it is not the City’s line that is froze it is the property owners’ line 
in the houses. 
 
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Ms. Perrien to adjust the upcoming billing cycle due March 20, 2019 to 
everyone’s average.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
Mr. Passmore reported that the Pax Mixer wasn’t able to be repaired.  He is looking at a different mixer and will bring information to the 
Council when he has the information.  He also reported that they are having issues again with the yellow dump truck.   
 
Miss. Hibbard asked if he was able to get the thumb drive from Elite piping.  Mr. Passmore replied yes.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion was held on the changes to the Key policy.  Mayor Lasher reported that the changes are due to that we no longer have 
OMESA in our building.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to approve the KEY policy as amended.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
2.  Mayor Lasher explained that part of the RRC Program is to do with self-evaluation.  We don’t do a lot of the items listed in this evaluation 
document but one thing is that we have to have a master plan.  That is something that would show what we would like to see happen in five to 
ten years, and he asked that the Planning Commission to look it over our current plan to revise it to meet today’s needs.  We need to become 
engaged with the RRC process.  As he stated last month, engagement allows us to apply for grants that are available from MEDC.  The grant that 
he feels is important is the go fund me opportunity which they will match what the community puts in.  Therefore, Mayor Lasher recommends 
that the Council approve this.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to approve the Self-Evaluation 
as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  Mayor Lasher gave an update to the process of MMPA’s case with the Tax Tribunal.  The hearing will take place on March 8, 2019.   Just a 
reminder that if the Tribunal approve MMPA’s case the City would have to reimburse all that they have paid us on the Special Assessment.  
Which we bill them $18,411 and they have paid two years already.   
 
PERSONNEL:    Mayor Lasher reported that he and the personnel Committee had met and had selected Mrs. Vivian Hrncharik as the new 
custodian at the salary rate that was approved by the Council contingent of the Councils approval.  She has been working for about 10 days 
now.  All is going well. A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to approve the hiring of Mrs. Hrncharik as the custodian 
for the City of Ovid at the pay rate of $10 per hour. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher also reported that the Personnel Committee had selected six (6) candidates for the Deputy Clerk/Treasurer/Clerical position.  Out 
of the Six (6), three (3), have completed the first stage of the interview process and three had declined for various reasons.  We will meet after 
the meeting tonight to set up a date and time to do the actual interviews in person. 
 
CEMETERY:  Mayor Lasher reported that there were no bids submitted for the maintenance for the cemetery.  Discussion was held on the 
number of seasonal employees the City intends to hire and that they would be responsible to do all the cleanup at the cemetery and the 
committee will set the criteria’s for said position once that is completed the Clerk will be putting an ad out for seasonal help.   
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that they are in the new building and that Ovid & Middlebury Twps. will be contributing their remaining ½ mill 
that they collect for emergency services to OMESA which will help them purchase the items needed that were not in the budget. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien asked that Mr. Mark Holley be removed from the Planning Commission due to poor attendance record.  
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to release Mr. Mark Holley from his position as a member 
of the Planning Commission. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Ms. Perrien reported that Mrs. Bendall is back and doing well.   
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS:  Ms. Medina reported that Mr. John Yonchewski had called and expressed an interest to be appointed to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals:  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to appoint Mr. Yonchewski to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
LIBRARY: Mr. Brown reported that they met and all is going well the furnace is working great.   
 
Mayor Lasher informed the Council that we have two (2) candidates that have expressed an interest in being on the Library Board.  They are 
Mrs. Dawn Parker and Sherry Byrnes.  Miss Byrnes, submitted a letter of interest that is in your packet and Mrs. Parker is here tonight.   
 
Ms. Parker stated that she is new to the community.  She works with Clinton County Habitat for Humanity.  She has a degree in journalism and 
is very interested in serving in her new community. 



 
Ms. Perrien asked if by any chance because the second candidate is not interested in serving on the Planning Commission would she be 
interested and then we could appoint the second candidate to the Library and she could be appointed to the Planning Commission.   
 
Mrs. Parker replied that yes, she would be happy to serve on the Planning Commission if it would make things easier.   
 
The Council thanked Mrs. Parker and then, a motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to appoint Miss Sherry Byrnes to the 
Ovid Library Board as the representative of the City of Ovid and Dawn Parker to the Planning Commission. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that all is going well, and that the building is going up for the addition to the station on Oakland.  There is a lot of 
talk on raising the per capita from $3 to $9 and I will forever vote against any raise until the ren. zone is done.  Then there was discussion that 
all the townships should have to pay more than the City’s because they have all the surplus of the money.  He replied that he would be in favor 
of that vote.  The articles of incorporation state that all members have to give $3 per capita.  Now if the townships want to give more than that 
they can. 
 
Mr. Brown reported that he will bring the new articles of incorporation documents for the City to vote on as soon as the CAASA Board take 
action on it.  Then we will have to approve it again with the changes. 
 
AJOURNMENT:  Mayor lasher closed the meeting at 8:57 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid  


